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man recommends a. boy, and does nothing for him, it is sad work. Call him down.'
I followed him into the court-yard', behind Mr. Strahan's house; and there I had a proof of what I had heard him profess, that he talked alike to all. ' Some people tell you that they let themselves down to the capacity of their hearers. I never do that. I speak uniformly, in as intelligible a manner as I can2.'
'Well, my boy, how do you go on?'—'Pretty well, Sir; but they are afraid I an't strong enough for some parts of the business.' JOHNSON. ' Why I shall be sorry for it; for when you consider with how little mental power and corporeal labour a printer can get a guinea a week, it is a very desirable occupation for you. Do you hear,—take all the pains you can; and if this does not do, we must think of some other way of life for you. There's a guinea.'
Here was one of the many, many instances of his active benevolence. At the same time, the slow and sonorous solemnity with which, while he bent himself down, he addressed a little thick short-legged boy, contrasted with the boy's aukwardness and awe, could not but excite some ludicrous emotions3.
1 In New Street, near Gough Square, in Fleet Street, whither in February, 1770, the King's printing-house was removed from what is still called Printing House Square.   CROKER.   Dr. Spottiswoode, the late President of the Royal Society, was the great-grandson of Mr. Strahan. 3 See jfo-K1, under March 30,1783.
8 Johnson wrote to Dr. Taylor on April 8 of this year:—' I have placed young Davenport in the greatest printing house in London, and hear no complaint of him but want of size, which will not hinder him much.    He may when he is a journeyman always get a guinea a week.'   Notes and Queries, 6th S., v. 422.    Mr. Jewitt in the Gent. Mag^ for Dec. 1878, gives an account of this lad.    He was the orphan son r>f a clergyman, a friend of the Rev. W. Langley, Master of Ash-bourne School (see post, Sept. 14, 1777).    Mr. Langley asked John-json~s help ' in procuring him a place in some eminent printing office.' -..Davenport wrote to Mr. Langley nearly eight years later:—' Accord-dnjfto.your desire, I consulted Dr. Johnson about my future employ-,-ment in life, and he very laconically told me "to work hard at my ' trade, as others had done before me."   I told him my size and want -                                                                                             I metby elected a magistrate and brother of their incorporation ; a day is given him
